NEWPORT Town - Coun-
cil will be taking over the

‘running of: the town’s for- -

mer visitor -cénire after

‘By George Thompson

the Nativsial Park Author- -

ity agteed to lease the site.

The building, which closed
as a visitors tentre in Novem. -
ber last year’ was. initially -

proposed to be s sold on the

~ open market. ‘

Before - gotni - .down that
route it was agreed_that the
~authority should invite Jocal
! groups: to make Gommumty
. Asset Tranifer. applmations :

Two; -expressions of inter-
estscame back - one from the
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town council hoping to run )

tourism services in the build-
ing, and a second, which was,

deemed unsuitable, which -
proposed runnirig -a private’

nursery busmess from the
premises.

The report to the Pembro—
keshire Coast National Park
Authority - recommended
approving - the hew lease
of Bank Cettages, ch Long
Street. -

A report to author,tty mem—

bers stated:
- have long advocated the im-

- portance of the subject build-.
ing as.a hub for the delivery

_of local prubhc facing sérvic:
es @nd an opinion that infor-

- mation to visitors should: be
“available from the prémises .

during the economicaily ime
portant smmer ﬂsﬁor sea-

- face approach.” - ‘
Gary Méopham, the. Estate' |
" there should be a complete

officer who presented the re-

port to the NPA said that the -

talks with the couneil had

Jrogressed smoothly. -
““Since:we Tast reported in

March discussions have pro-

gressed extremely Well " he’

-said, ;
1 thmk the gmdance in
that report ‘was that we

“The 'couneil.

Mr Méopliam said that the
lease was now going back

- and forth between the solici-

tors tﬂ teach a final agree-

'ment
. The estate officer also sug-
.gested . one -amendment be

méde to the lease agreement

“to- allow the Newport Town

Louncil to sub-lease parts of
“;the building to non-profit or-
‘-ganisations.

‘The earljer report had said

prohibition on this type of
lease. .

Mr Meopham said: “I don’t
have any report concerns to
amend it slightly that within
the terms of the lease the

- NPA should-allow for sublet-

ting of “parts to - non-profit
subject to the landiord’s con-

should come- back to mem- - sept.”

bers in six months and hope-

fully we should do that now
within six weeks, which is
really encouraging.”

Théreportmth the amend-
ment was passed unani-
mously by ‘the park mem-

bers



